Linear parietal skull fracture in a three-month-old without a history of injury--abuse or not? The issue of a corroborated history.
When the clinician is faced with an infant with a skull fracture and there is no history of injury, or the history is provided only by a caretaker, the available data would indicate that a simple linear parietal skull fracture without any accompanying neurologic injury is possible from a fall of at least three feet onto a hard surface. Any more serious, multiple or complex injuries should be treated as suspect and investigated by social services and law enforcement. The clinician should refrain from making any dogmatic statements about what may or may not have occurred. We simply do not have the data to say anything further. It is up to social services and the legal system to investigate and decide if child abuse has occurred.